TEXT A TIP

Help the Police Solve Crimes Using Text Messaging

Until recently, tipsters had to call their information in by using an anonymous telephone line.  But now police departments all over the country are using new technologies, like text messaging, which offer some quantum improvements over telephone tips.

Texting messages to the tip-line is free, although standard messaging rates may apply.  More importantly, text-a-tip is silent.  Tipsters can send information anonymously at any hour of the day or night from the privacy of their own homes and, unlike the phone-in tip-line, can do so without anyone around them hearing what they have to say.  The text messages are neither recorded nor traced.
INSTRUCTIONS

· Text “TIP637” plus your message to “CRIMES” (274637).

· Upon reception of a tipster’s first incoming message, the system will auto-reply with a confirmation containing their unique Tip ID.

· To submit follow-up information, the tipster simply replies / send additional text.  Nothing else is needed.

· All follow-up tips and even your replies from the application are written under the original parent record and shown threaded and date/time stamped in the narrative.  The thread may be terminated by the tipster texting stop into the system at any time or by manually selecting the “Terminate Thread” button from within the application.

