
HOME SAFETY TIPS

Alertness is the key to personal safety.  Don’t every think it can’t happen to you!

Can 911 find you when every second counts?

Call Doyle Chambers, Otter Creek Security Committee Chairman at 455-4794 or DeWayne Hamilton (Security Committee Co-Chairman at 680-0499), to order your NightVISION address yard sign.  These signs very decorative and highly visible during the day and at night because of the 4” reflective numbers (911 compliant).  Emergency personnel depend on the homeowner to properly identify their house numbers so it is easy to see at night.  
SAFETY TIPS IN THE HOME
· Call Little Rock Police Officer Michelle Hill at 371-4634 for a free home security survey.

· Leaving shades or draperies open only helps a burglar in spotting items of value before a burglary.

· Leave a radio on with the volume turned low to create some source of noise when leaving home.

· Never leave doors or windows unlocked.

· Always close and lock garage doors.

· Secure automatic garage door transmitters in the glove compartment of your car.

· Always have lights on in more than one room when you are away at night.  A timer or photo electric cell which automatically turns a living room light on at dusk is a good idea.

· Keep the shrubbery trimmed near your doors and windows so they can be seen from the street.

· Keep your grass cut, your leaves raked, etc. indicating an occupied home.

· Empty your mailbox or arrange to have it emptied as soon as mail is delivered.

· Never have your marital status or first or middle name on your nameplate or mailbox.

· Re-Key locks when moving into an apartment or previously owned home.

· Keep extra keys out of sight and in a safe place.

· Never hide a key outside.  Most hiding places are obvious to burglars.
SAFETY TIPS FOR THE TELEPHONE

· Never give personal information (name, age, address, etc.)

· Never let a stranger on the telephone know you are home alone.

· Instruct a babysitter never to tell anyone who calls that he/she is home alone with the children.

· Teach children old enough to able left alone never to tell a stranger who telephones that parents are gone.  Teach them to say, “My Mom can’t come to the phone now.  May I take a message?”

SAFETY TIPS WHEN GOING AWAY

· Don’t cancel your paper or mail deliveries.  Have your neighbor pick up your paper and mail every day.  Call the Little Rock Police Department at 371-4829 and ask for Vacation Home Report.  An officer will check your home at least once per shift and make sure your home is secure.

· Leave a key with a friend.  Ask that the house be checked periodically.  Have the drapes opened and closed and turn on different lights so the house appears occupied.

· Store all you valuables in a safe deposit box.

· Tell the police when you are leaving and when you plan to return.

· Turn the telephones down to their lowest volume.

· Arrange to have your lawn mowed if you’re gone more than two weeks.

· Ask a neighbor to put trash in your trash cans periodically.

· Leave a second car in the driveway or ask a neighbor to park in your driveway.

· Let neighbors know where you can be reached in case of an emergency.
SAFETY TIPS WHEN WALKING

· Try to walk with a friend or neighbor.

· Notify family members or neighbors when you’re on your way home so that someone will be watching for you.

· Have door keys ready and lock the door as soon as you get inside.

· If you think you’re being followed, go to the nearest business or residence and call the police (911).

· Avoid parked cars and dense foliage when walking.  Stick to the middle of the sidewalk.  Stay away from shortcuts through alleyways, vacant lots or parking areas.

SAFETY TIPS FOR THE CAR

· Whenever possible, park in a well lighted area.

· Always lock your car.

· Have your keys in your hand when leaving home or work.

· If working late, try to have a friend or security accompany you to your car.

· Whenever driving, keep your doors locked.

· If you think you’re being followed, drive to the nearest gas, fire or police station or to the nearest well lighted area where there are people.

· If you have car trouble on the road, raise the hood and then wait inside the car with the doors locked and the windows up.  If a motorist stops to help, crack your window slightly and ask him to call the police.

· If you want to help a disabled vehicle, don’t get out of your car.  Drive to the nearest well lighted area with a phone and call the police.

· Never pick up a hitchhiker under any circumstances.

· Don’t pull over for flashing headlights.  If it is an emergency vehicle or the police, there will be flashing red or blue lights on the top of the car.


